
C O V E N A N T 

Bible-Presbyterian Church 

Preaching Christ for His Glory and His Kingdom 

Order  of  Worship — 28 May 2017
Theme for the Year:  “What Would Jesus Say About Your Church?” (Rev 3:22)

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Call to Worship

*Opening Hymn 381 - Worthy Is the Lamb!   

*Invocation & †Gloria Patri

Scripture Reading Psalm 63:1-11

Hymn TP 63:1-5

Tithes & Offering

*††Doxology & Offertory Prayer

Scripture Reading Acts 8:25-40

Hymn 412 - No Other Plea

Confession of Faith & Pastoral Prayer

Sermon “The Qualities of an Effective Witness”

*Closing Hymn 568 - The Lower Lights

*Benediction & Threefold Amen

Silent Prayer & Postlude

Announcements *Congregation standing

†Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  
And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning,  
Is now and ever shall be:  
World without end. Amen.

††Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen.

Covenant Bible-Presbyterian Church meets every Sunday at 10:00 am 
at 47 Davis Road, Attadale, Western Australia 
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Understanding What Worldliness Is 

Misunderstanding Worldliness 

Many churches have instituted certain 
rules to keep her members from being 
worldly. 

One such church or movement was 
Methodism. Towards the end of 1739, 
the Methodist Society was inaugurated.  

“The General Rules of Methodism” 
included a section devoted to avoiding 
evil of every kind. This avoidance 
included - buying or selling spirituous 
liquors, or drinking them, putting on of 
gold and costly apparel, and singing 
those songs, or reading those books, 
which do not tend to the knowledge or 
love of God. In other words, no alcohol, 
no jewelry, and no secular music or 
literature.  

Charles Spurgeon, who was saved in a 
Methodist church, once said that 
Methodism was a noble thing for 
unbelievers but terrible for the children 
of God.  

Another was the Anabaptists. Amish 
clothing had no buttons, which were 
considered worldly, so only the hook and 
eye were employed. It was also 
considered worldly to drive a car, but 
some Mennonites allowed car ownership 
provided they were painted black - 
including the chrome.  

In American cultural fundamentalism, 
the usual taboos were movie-watching 
and card playing, but blue jeans and 
bowling were also considered worldly 
and thus banned. 

Likewise, some have suggested that 
fidget spinners should be banned 
because of their “worldliness.” Would 
banning them remove worldliness? Yes 
and no. Mostly no. 

Love Not the World 

The Bible sets forth the command that 
we are not to love the world nor be 
conformed to it.  

1 John 2:15 says, “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. 

If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.”  

Paul also said in Romans 12:2 - “And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.” 

But what does this mean? Were Paul & 
John speaking in favor of asceticism? If 
they were, then our Lord, Paul, and 
Timothy would be worldly because they  
drank wine.  

Luther and Calvin would be condemned 
too - Luther drank beer and Calvin 
enjoyed a bit of bowling. Likewise, John 
Owen would be castigated for his taste 
in fashion. 

Rather, what they were talking about 
was the sys t em o f e th i ca l and 
philosophical opposition to Christ - “the 
world by [its] wisdom knew not God” (1 
Cor 1:21).  

To Be Worldly Is to Be Controlled by the 
Thinking of the World 

Therefore being worldly is to be 
controlled by the thinking of the world. 
Is it therefore a surprise that Paul calls 
on Christians to renew their minds and 
not be conformed to the world (Rom 
12:2)?  

No where clearer is this than the 
temptations of Eve and Jesus. The 
Apostle John called them the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life - they are the things of the world 
(1 John 2:16). 

Worldliness is therefore the idea that we 
can’ t be sat isf ied unti l we have 
something of the world, something we 
think would satisfy us, and something 
that would lift us above others. That was 
the attitude of Eve. 

On the contrary, our Lord rejected such 
worldly thinking for Scriptural thinking. 
What he was tempted with - food, 
inheritance, and power - weren’t 
necessarily bad things. After all, Jesus 
got all 3 of them by doing the will of 
God. What was evil was the idea Satan 



tried to plant in Jesus’ head - that these 
things were worth sinning against God 
for. Jesus, however, sought first the 
kingdom of God - that was his primary 
desire. 

But the world hungers after these 
things. Jesus said food and satisfaction 
was what the world sought after (Matt 
6:32); influence as well - people love to 
be seen of others and have the praise of 
men (Matt 6:1-2,5). 

Hence, these things don’t make us 
worldly - rather what is worldly is our 
attitude to them.  

If you can’t live without bowling, and 
bowling is all you think about, and 
bowling gives you worth because no one 
can bowl as well as you do - then the 
problem is with you, not with bowling. 

Similarly, take the fidget spinner. Those 
who have it may spend an inordinate 
amount of time on it; those who don’t 
have it, covet after it; and those who do 
have it, take pride in having it. Again, 
it’s not the fidget spinner - the problem 
is with us. 

That’s why our fight is not against these 
things, they are with ourselves - 2 
Corinthians 10:3-5 says, “For though we 
walk in the flesh, we do not war after 
the flesh:(for the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
s t r o n g h o l d s ; ) c a s t i n g d o w n 
imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

Our fight is with our mind and heart. 
They are the places where worldliness 
resides. It is not what enters a man that 
defiles him but what proceeds from his 
heart.  

That’s why a very “unworldly” person 
may still be very worldly. A person may 
eschew any form of cultural worldliness - 
like the Pharisees - but his self-
righteousness and appearance of 
holiness now become the means by 
which his flesh may glory and his mind 
may find satisfaction. He is still worldly 
even though he is not “worldly”. 

On the other hand, Christ is the remedy 
for worldliness. He satisfies us and the 
only way to have him is to come with 
humility.     

Is the fidget spinner the issue? No. It’s 
the heart of the fidgety kid. And with 
everything else, it’s our hearts.  

But herein is wisdom - and perhaps our 
Methodist friends and even our Amish 
friends can lend us some caution. While 
alcohol, gold, cars, bowling, and the 
fidget spinner are neutral things, it’s our 
innate worldly affections that cause us to 
sin with these things. 

So as we renew our minds, and tune our 
hearts to God, it may be helpful to stay 
away from certain things - not that they 
are inherently bad - but we are. 

May parents help their kids and may we 
all help one another to get to the heart 
of worldliness - our heart - and to wean 
it from its own worldly affections.  

~ Pastor 

Westminster Larger Catechism 

Q. 148. What are the sins forbidden in the tenth commandment? 

A. The sins forbidden in the tenth commandment are, discontentment 
with our own estate; envying and grieving at the good of our neighbor, 
together with all inordinate motions and affections to any thing that is 
his. 



W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e  R o s t e r  

Announcements 
1.  A warm welcome to all worshipers. May God richly bless you. Please stay 

behind after the service for fellowship and tea. 
2. We will be celebrating Lord’s Supper next Lord’s Day. Please bring a dish to 

share at the fellowship lunch. 
3. Next week’s message: “We are Saul of Tarsus” (Acts 9:1-9). 
4. Next week’s Junior Worship message: “Thinking Spiritually and 

Correctly” (Proverbs 4:23, Philippians 4:8). Speaker: John Tan. 
5. Retirees’ Bible Study will be in recess this month. 
6. Combined Church Youth Camp. Dates: 14-15 July 2017. Theme: “Living as 

a Christian in a Non-Christian World”. Speaker: Pastor Ron Nugent. Cost: 
$55. Age range: High schoolers to working adults. Registration closes 4 
June 2017. Please register with Eugene Lim, Jerome Ng or Micah Chiang. 

Elders:  Mark Chen (Pastor) 6114 4242, 0415 932 373. Jimmy Orchard 0413 274 407. 
Deacons: Ken Chong 0402 553 313. LH Chua 0435 601 373. Johnson Lim 0402 145 682. 
Jacob Woo 0421 212 206. 

Service This Week (28.5.17) Next Week (4.6.17)
Speaker Mark Chen Mark Chen

Worship Leader Johnson Lim Mark Chen
Pianist Eugene Lim Valerie Ong

Welcomers Dolphin Wai & Putri Haripan Danny & Susie Tan

Offering Stewards Jansen Ng*, Lye Heng Chua* 
Micah Chiang, Terence Lee

John Tan*, Paul Butler* 
David Lim, Lye Heng Chua

Ushers Jesslyn Leow, Josephine Austin Eva Ng, Jemima Ng

Kitchen Duties Nancy Lim*, Eva Ng 
Val Withnell 

Florence Orchard*, Chris Budiman 
Rosemary Fitzpatrick, Sandy Chua  

PA Duty Ian Tay Raymond Woo
Prayer Meeting 2 June 2017 9 June 2017 

Facilitator Mark Chen Mark Chen
Pianist Ian Tay Eugene Lim

Appointments for the Week 

WED  10:00 am Craft Group 

FRI  7:30 pm   CBI & Prayer Meeting 

SAT   4:00 pm   YPG 

  4:30 pm   JF & TF 

SUN  9:00 am   Sunday School 

  10:00 am Worship Service

Last Lord’s Day Tithes & Offering, & 
Attendance 

General Fund - $2,771.25 (#709 - 
$14.00). Missions Fund - $250.00 (#710 - 
$100.00). Building Fund - $800.00 (#536 

- $100.00, #537 - $100.00, #538 - 
$600.00).  

Total Tithes & Offering - $3,821.25. 
Attendance - 138.

Building Fund to Date & Bank Account Details  
          General Fund:        
Available Building Fund $64,037.89  BSB: 036-031 A/C: 316942 
Last Week’s Collection $800.00   Missions Fund: 
Total $64,837.89         BSB: 036-031 A/C: 316950  
Outstanding Loan - $402,000.00  Building Fund: 
Amount Still Needed $337,162.11  BSB: 036-031 A/C: 316969



The Qualities of an Effective Witness 
Acts 8.25-40 

Most of us heard the gospel not at a big gospel rally, but through the 
ministry of individual persons - through the preaching of the Word 
through a minister, a Sunday School teacher, Bible Study leader, a 
colleague, or class mate. That is how the gospel moves forward most 
significantly. We see the ministry of Philip the Evangelist, a man skilled at 
ministering personally to people. 

1. He Was Obedient to God 

a. Sensitive to God’s leading 

b. Bold in ministry 

i. Powerful, rich, intelligent, supported 

ii. Fascinating 

2. He Was Focussed on Salvation 

a. Helped him to understand the gospel 

b. Helped him to find peace with God 

3. He Was Persistent in Witnessing 

a. God led him elsewhere 

b. He continually preached to the Gentiles 

Most of us will never preach the gospel in a big way - but we will always 
have access to individuals. Talking about Jesus to unbelievers will never 
be natural until it becomes natural to us to speak to believers about 
Jesus. What made it easy for Jesus to talk to others about the kingdom of 
God was because the kingdom of God was always on his mind. Is it on 
yours? 

Questions for Reflection: 

1. Why is obedience a precursor to boldness and not the other way 
around? 

2. Do you agree that if speaking about Jesus to believers is unnatural, 
then it is hard to speak to unbelievers about Jesus? Why is this the 
case?


