
C O V E N A N T 

Bible-Presbyterian Church 

Preaching Christ for His Glory and His Kingdom 

Order  of  Worship — 16 December 2018
Theme for the Year: “King Jesus Must Reign” (1 Corinthians 15:25)

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Call to Worship

*Opening Hymn 90 - Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

*Invocation & †Gloria Patri

Scripture Reading 1 John 4:7-18

Hymn 101 - God’s Son Given

Tithes & Offering

*††Doxology & Offertory Prayer

Scripture Reading Matthew 1:18-25

Hymn 87 - O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Confession of Faith & Pastoral Prayer

Sermon “To Fulfil What the Lord Said”

*Closing Hymn 93 - Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne

*Benediction & Threefold Amen

Silent Prayer & Postlude

Announcements *Congregation standing

†Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  
And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning,  
Is now and ever shall be:  
World without end. Amen.

††Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen.

Covenant Bible-Presbyterian Church meets every Sunday at 10:00 am 
at 47 Davis Road, Attadale, Western Australia 

Website: www.covenantbpc.org.au  Contact: pastor@covenantbpc.org.au
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Must We Obey? At What Cost? Reflections on John Allen Chau 

The following was written by Steve 
Saint, the son of the missionary pilot 
Nate Saint, who perished along with 
his co-laborers Jim Elliot, Ed McCully, 
Pete Fleming, and Roger Youderian. 

They were killed in 1956 after trying 
to reach out to the Auca Indians of 
Ecuador. These were a fearsome tribe 
- they were well-known for the 
hostility and their willingness to kill 
people without any provocation. 

To reach the tribe, they had lowered 
gifts to the Auca Indians from the 
plane. When their gifts were initially 
wel l-received, the missionaries 
decided to meet them face to face. 

Their first contact was encouraging; 
but on their second meeting, they 
were killed. Nate Saint was the first to 
be speared to death. 

After that, the widows of the slain 
men and their children went to live 
with the Auca Indians - despite the 
threat to their lives - to preach the 
gospel. They learned their language 
and were finally able to communicate 
the gospel to them. Eventually the 
tribe was converted. 

Mincaye, the Auca Indian man, who 
had killed Nate Saint, became the 
man who would baptize Nate’s son, 
Steve. 

When John Allen Chau, the missionary 
who was killed trying to reach the 
North Sentinelese - also a violent 
unreached tribe - there was worldwide 
ou t r age . Bu t su rp r i s i ng l y , o r 
unsurprisingly, there was outrage 
from fellow Christians. 

The outrage centered on the fact that 
he had not prepared sufficiently 
enough for the first contact, and that 
he was reckless - as modern diseases 
could decimate the entire tribe. 

Steve Saint reflects on the similarities 
between these reactions against John 
Allen Chau and the reactions against 
his father and his co-workers. 

********* 

A total stranger suddenly blurted out, 
“Your father didn’t need to die.”  

The comment caught me totally by 
surprise. Why would a handsome 
young man with a loving wife, three 
adoring children and most of his life 
ahead of him, needlessly risk his life 
for just a handful of savages? 

The thought flashed through my mind 
that dad and I could have been 
together at the huge international 
aviation event I was attending if he 
had not been killed. 

Just then I caught sight, out of the 
corner of my eye, of one of my 
dearest friends in the world. He was 
attending the Oshkosh fly-in with me.  

With that one glimpse, reason came 
rushing back. If dad had not died, this 
dear old friend who my children call 
‘grandfather’ would almost surely not 
have lived to be a Grandfather. 

The stranger who had accosted me 
was telling me that the violent tribal 
people who had brutally speared my 
dad to death were a matriarchal 
society. Women should have been sent 
in to contact them.  

I interrupted him to introduce him to 
Mincaye who was now standing by us.  

“I would like to introduce you to my 
dear friend ‘grandfather’ Mincaye. He 
and several of his fellow Waodani 
warriors are the ones you were just 
mentioning who killed my father!” 

I thought about mentioning that my 
dad’s sister Rachel Saint, documented 
in her journal that Mincaye had 



threatened to spear her to death as 
well.  

Aunt Rachel and Betty Elliot, whose 
husband Jim was killed with my dad, 
went in to live with Mincaye’s tribe 
just two and a half years after they 
speared dad, Jim, Roger, Pete and Ed 
to death. 

The man looked sufficiently shocked. I 
decided to just ask him if he had 
anything he would l ike to ask 
‘Grandfather’ Mincaye.  

He apparently did not. He disappeared 
into the crowd of people gathered 
around the plane where Mincaye and 
his fellow tribesman Tementa were 
demonstrating how they could use an 
airplane as a flying dental or medical 
clinic to meet serious physical needs 
of their tribe. 

The Unfolding Story 

Listening to NPR a few days ago I was 
surprised to hear that another young 
man was killed by a very small band 
of isolated people living on a small 
island off the coast of Thailand.  

India claims sovereignty over the 
island. They apparently, however, do 
not offer the islands small group of 
inhabitants even basic services.  

That is considered a violation of their 
human rights by the United Nations, I 
believe. But that isn’t the point. 

When the unfolding story identified 
John Allen Chau as a missionary, I was 
even more surprised that he wasn’t 
i m m e d i a t e l y d e n o u n c e d a n d 
excoriated as a misguided adventure 
seeker willing to risk infecting this 
small, isolated indigenous people 
group with diseases they had no 
natural immunological defenses 
against.  

Those criticisms caught up within 
hours. 

What surprises me most about the 
killing of John Allen are the criticisms 
coming from people identifying 
themselves as Christians. 

My mother made several comments 
while I was growing up about people 
being angry with my dad, Nate, 
getting himself killed by the “Auca 
Indians.”   

Just before mom died I came under 
some fairly severe criticism for helping 
to make the movie, End of the Spear.  

It tells the now famous story that 
began with my dad and his four 
friends who were killed in 1956 when I 
was just a boy. 

I asked mom, “Why would anyone 
have been upset with you widows 
when your husbands had just been 
brutally killed? They willingly risked 
their lives and refused to use their 
guns when they were attacked!” 

1956 Motives Questioned 

My mom explained to me that some 
Christians were angry because the five 
men hadn’t planned better.   

Some actually suggested that they 
should have just dropped Bibles to the 
Waodani rather than risking their lives 
in a face to face contact. 

They must have assumed that the 
Waodani, who had an unwritten 
language would miraculously be able 
to read English Bibles.  

Some peop le , l i ke many now, 
questioned why missionaries don’t just 
leave happy, innocent people living in 
Eden-like societies alone. 

Dabo, a Waodani warrior told two 
anthropologists the answer to that 
question.  

If the ‘cowodi,’ outsiders, had not told 
us about the better way to live, “There 
would have been none of us left.”  



Another anthropologist who studied 
the Waodani identified them as having 
a 60% homicide rate.  

They were a society of death. 

My mother told me that the primary 
recurring criticism she and the other 4 
widows received went something like 
this. “Now that you all have gone out 
and gotten yourselves killed, who will 
ever want to be a missionary.”   

Surprisingly, thousands of people have 
told me personally that the story God 
wrote with my dad and his four friends 
lives has motivated them to dedicate 
their lives to service for others. 

Learning More About Chau 

Three days after the death of John 
Chau on a North Sentinel island was 
repor ted , a f r i end and fe l l ow 
missionary kid stopped by for a visit. 
Paul had taken a course on Church 
Planting with John. 

A mutua l f r iend works at the 
headquarters of the missionary 
sending agency that John Chau 
worked with. I talked to her about 
John.  

John had also corresponded and 
talked to an engineer working with 
ITEC (Indigenous People’s Technology 
and Education Center).  

He wanted to see if he might be able 
to use UAVs in his attempt to make 
friendly contact with the Sentinelese 
group that killed him. 

It quickly became clear to me that 
John had felt compelled for years to 
contact the small isolated Sentinel 
Island group like my dad had about 
the Waodani.  

Dad and John Chau took what they 
understood to be God’s mandate 
seriously.  

To that end, John studied linguistics, 
a n t h r opo l o g y a nd eme rgen c y 
medicine. Knowing that what he was 
going to do could cost him his life, he 
s t a y e d a w a y f r o m r o m a n t i c 
entanglements.  

John explained what he felt God had 
called him to do to his parents. He 
apparently wanted them to know that 
it might cost him and them his life. 

Legalities and Quarantine? 

But what about the government 
prohibition against contacting this 
isolated people group?  

The government themselves appear to 
have attempted to make contact. In 
that attempt, it is reported that the 
people on the island shot arrows at 
the menacing helicopter.  

There is also a report that National 
Geographic attempted a contact. 

For Christ-followers, should safety and 
governmental prohibitions be our 
primary concerns?  

What if men make laws that contradict 
Christ’s instructions? Peter, one of 
Christ’s disciples was arrested and told 
by the re l i g i ous and po l i t i ca l 
authorities, not to tell people about 
Jesus and his teachings.  

But Peter replied, “Do you think God 
wants us to obey you rather than him? 
(Bible, Acts of the Apostles 4:19 NLT) 

In John Chau’s journals, I was told 
that he was concerned that his 
attempted contact should not risk 
infecting the island inhabitants with 
diseases that he might unknowingly 
carry with him.  

John’s quarantine plans or the legality 
of his plans for contacting this isolated 
group are not what motivated me to 
evaluate this young man’s actions 
which cost him, his family and friends 
his life.  



What motivates me to consider John 
Chau’s actions is whether his attempt 
to make contact was justified by his 
commitment to follow Christ and 
Biblical mandates. 

Our Calling 

Christ clearly told his disciples to take 
his offer of forgiveness to everyone 
everywhere, and to make disciples in 
all nations (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 
6:15-16, Luke 24:44-46, and John 
20:21 NLT).  

We Christ-followers are told by Peter 
to live as free men but not to use our 
freedom as a pretext for evil (1 Peter 
2:16). 

Christian missionaries have caused 
harm to people they should have 
served. 

Christian missionaries have lorded it 
over tribal peoples. We have at times 
unwittingly infused our culture into 
Christ’s Gospel. 

We should repent [of] our mistakes 
and determine not to repeat them.  

But do our mistakes release us from 
Christ’s command to make His gospel 
available to everyone everywhere?  
The answer is NO! 

Is there a price to pay? YES. I 
understand that cost personally. 

William Cowper wrote words I cannot 
forget.  

“God works in mysterious ways His 
wonders to perform. He plants His 
footsteps on the waves and rides upon 
the storm. His purposes will ripen fast 
unfolding every hour. The bud may 
have a bitter taste but sweet will be 
the flower. Blind unbelief is sure to err 
and search His ways in vain. God is 
his own interpreter, He will make it 
plain.” 

Before his death, my dad wrote in his 
journal that those of us who follow 
Christ must consider ourselves 
expendable.  

We must go. We don’t have to come 
back. Given the choice of doing life 
over, I would not wish my dad back. I 
believe we are best off to “Let God 
Write Our Story.” 

Dad’s friend Jim perhaps said it best. 
“He is no fool who gives what he 
cannot keep to gain what he cannot 
lose.” 

~ S t e v e S a i n t , h t t p s : / /
www.itecusa.org/2018/12/11/at-
what-cost-john-chau/  

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment? 

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the neglecting of, or doing anything 
against, the honor and duty which belongeth to everyone in their several 
places and relations. 

Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment? 

A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is, a promise of long life 
and prosperity (as far as it shall serve for God’s glory and their own good,) 
to all such as keep this commandment. 



W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e  R o s t e r  

Announcements 
1.  A warm welcome to all worshipers. May God richly bless you. Please stay 

behind after the service for fellowship and tea. 
2. We welcome Rev John MacRae to our pulpit today. He is a pastor at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church Maida Vale. 
3. Next week’s speaker is Elder Jimmy Orchard. Message: “Forgetting 

God” (Deuteronomy 8:11-20, Jeremiah 2:32). 
4. Junior Worship will be in recess the next two Sundays. 
5. Pastor is away for overseas ministry till 24 December. Worshipers needing 

pastoral care can contact Elders Jimmy Orchard and Johnson Lim. 
6. Adult Bible Class today and next Sunday - Understanding the Parables. 
7. Christmas Day Service & Fellowship Lunch. Tuesday, 25 December 2018. 

Lunch after the service - please bring a dish to share. 
8. Bible Conference 2019. Dates: 22-25 April 2019. Venue: Hotel Lord Forrest, 

Bunbury. Theme: Strength in Weakness. Speaker: Pastor Josh Williamson. 
Register by 31 December 2018 for early bird fees. Registration forms available 
at foyer. Any enquiries, please contact Micah Chiang or Vincent Chiu. 

Elders: Mark Chen (Pastor) 6114 4242, 0415 932 373. Jimmy Orchard 0413 274 407.   
Johnson Lim 0402 145 682. Deacons: Jacob Woo 0421 212 206. Vincent Chiu 0417 929 149.

Service Next Week (16.12.18) Next Week (23.12.18)

Speaker John MacRae Jimmy Orchard
Worship Leader Chris Budiman Johnson Lim

Pianist Eugene Lim Nancy Lim
Welcomers Danny & Susie Tan Ian & Merrill Read

Offering 
Stewards

Jansen Ng*, Yen Fye Yap* 
David Pang, Jacob Woo

John Tan 
Paul Butler

Ushers Josephine Austin, Rebecca Lee -

Kitchen Duties August Ng*, Val Withnell 
Debbie Blake

Helen Wong*, Adeline Ng 
Josephine Austin

PA Duty Ken Hong Jacob Woo
Prayer Meeting 21 December 2018 28 December 2018

Facilitator Jimmy Orchard Mark Chen
Pianist Ian Tay Eugene Lim

Appointments for the Week  

FRI 7:30 pm   CBI & Prayer Meeting 

SUN 9:00 am   Sunday School 

 10:00 am  Worship Service

Last Lord’s Day Tithes & Offering,  
& Attendance 

General Fund - $1,749.55 (*DD - 
$200.00). Missions Fund - $190.00 (*DD 
- 100.00). Building Fund - $400.00 (*DD 

- $300.00, #629 - $100.00).  
Total Tithes & Offering - $2,339.55. 

Attendance - 110. 
*DD: direct deposit


