
C O V E N A N T 

Bible-Presbyterian Church 

Preaching Christ for His Glory and His Kingdom 

Order  of  Worship — 24 March 2019
Theme for the Year: “Strength in Weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

Call to Worship

*Opening Hymn 78 - No Blood No Altar Now

*Invocation & †Gloria Patri

Scripture Reading Psalm 51

Hymn 390 - Jesus Paid It All

Tithes & Offering

*††Doxology & Offertory Prayer

Scripture Reading 1 John 2:12-14

Hymn 214 - Standing on the Promises

Confession of Faith & Pastoral Prayer

Sermon “Assurance of Forgiveness”

*Closing Hymn 408 - Blessed Assurance

*Benediction & Threefold Amen

Silent Prayer & Postlude

Announcements *Congregation standing

†Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  
And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning,  
Is now and ever shall be:  
World without end. Amen.

††Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen.

Covenant Bible-Presbyterian Church meets every Sunday at 10:00 am 
at 47 Davis Road, Attadale, Western Australia 

Website: www.covenantbpc.org.au  Contact: pastor@covenantbpc.org.au

http://www.covenantbpc.org.au
mailto:pastor@covenantbpc.org.au
http://www.covenantbpc.org.au
mailto:pastor@covenantbpc.org.au


Is the Enemy of My Enemy My Friend? 

We are not living in a season of 
peace.  

Thinking Christians must surely be 
aware that a great moral and spiritual 
conflict is taking shape all around us, 
with multiple fronts of battle and 
issues of great importance at stake.  

The prophet Jeremiah repeatedly 
warned of those who would falsely 
declare peace when there is no peace.  

The Bible defines the Christian life in 
terms of spiritual battle, and believers 
in this generation face the fact that 
the very existence of truth is at stake 
in our current struggle. 

The condition of warfare brings a 
unique set of moral challenges to the 
table, and the great moral and 
cultural battles of our times are no 
different.  

Even ancient thinkers knew this, and 
many of their maxims of warfare are 
still commonly cited.  

Among the most popular of these is a 
maxim that was known by many of 
the ancients—“the enemy of my 
enemy is my friend.” 

That maxim has survived as a modern 
principle of foreign policy. It explains 
why states that have been at war 
against one another can, in a very 
short period of time, become allies 
against a common enemy.  

In World War II, the Soviet Union 
began as an ally of Nazi Germany. 
Yet, it ended the war as a key ally of 
the United States and Britain. How?  

It joined the effort against Hitler and 
became the instant “friend” of the 
Americans and the British. And yet, 
as that great war came to an end, the 
Soviets and their former allies entered 

a new phase of open hostility known 
as the Cold War. 

Does this useful maxim of foreign 
policy serve Christians well as we 
think about our current struggles? 
That i s not an uncompl icated 
question.  

On the one hand, some sense of unity 
against a common opponent is 
inevitable, even indispensable. On the 
other hand, the idea that a common 
enemy produces a true unity is, as 
even history reveals, a false premise. 

We must not underestimate what we 
are up against. We face titanic 
struggles on behalf of human life and 
human dignity against the culture of 
death and the great evils of abortion, 
infanticide, and euthanasia. We are in 
a great fight for the integrity of 
marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman.  

We face a cultural alliance determined 
to advance a sexual revolution that 
will unleash unmitigated chaos and 
bring great injury to individuals, 
families, and the society at large.  

We are fighting to defend gender as 
part of the goodness of God’s creation 
and to defend the very existence of 
an objective moral order. 

Beyond all these challenges, we are 
engaged in a great battle to defend 
the existence of truth itself, to defend 
the reality and authority of God’s 
revelation in Scripture, and to defend 
all that the Bible teaches.  

A pervasive anti-supernaturalism 
seeks to deny any claim of God’s 
existence or our ability to know him. 
Naturalistic worldviews dominate in 
the academy, and the New Atheism 
sells books by the millions.  



Theological liberalism does its best to 
make peace with the enemies of the 
church, but faithful Christians have no 
way to escape the battles to which 
this generation of believers are called. 

So, are the other enemies of our 
enemies our friends? Mormons, 
Roman Catholics, Orthodox Jews, and 
a host of others share many of our 
enemies in this respect. But, to what 
extent is there unity among us? 

At this point, very careful and honest 
thinking is required of us. At one 
level, we can join with anyone, 
regardless of worldview, to save 
people from a burning house.  

We would gladly help an atheist save 
a neighbor from danger or even 
beautify the neighborhood. Those 
actions do not require a shared 
theological worldview. 

At a second level, we certainly see all 
those who defend human life and 
human dignity, marriage and gender, 
and the integrity of the family as key 
allies in the current cultural struggle.  

We l isten to each other, draw 
arguments from each other, and are 
thankful for each other’s support of 
our common concerns.  

We even recognize that there are 
elements common to our worldviews 
that explain our common convictions 
on these issues. And yet, our 
worldviews are really quite different.  

With the Roman Catholic Church, our 
common convictions are many, 
including moral convictions about 
marriage, human life, and the family.  

Beyond that, we together affirm the 
truths of the divine Trinity, orthodox 
Christology, and other doctrines as 
well. But we disagree over what is 
supremely important—the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  

And that supreme difference leads to 
other vital disagreements as well— 
over the nature and authority of the 
Bible, the nature of the ministry, the 
meaning of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, and an entire range of issues 
central to the Christian faith.  

Christians defined by the faith of the 
Reformers must never forget that 
nothing less than faithfulness to the 
gospel of Christ forced the Reformers 
to break from the Roman Catholic 
Church. Equal clarity and courage are 
required of us now.  

In a time of cultural conflict, the 
enemy of our enemy may well be our 
friend. But, with eternity in view and 
the gospel at stake, the enemy of our 
enemy must not be confused as a 
friend to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

~ Albert Mohler 

source: https://www.ligonier.org/
learn/articles/enemy-of-my-enemy-
my-friend/  

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Q. 91. How do the Sacraments become effectual means of salvation? 

A. The Sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not from any 
virtue in them, or in him that doth administer them; but only by the 
blessing of Christ, and the working of his Spirit in them that by faith 
receive them. 



W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e  R o s t e r  

Announcements 

1. A warm welcome to all worshipers. May God richly bless you. Please 
stay behind after the service for fellowship and tea. 

2. We welcome Pastor Ron Nugent to our pulpit this morning. 

3. Next week’s messenger is Pastor Glen Lock. He will be speaking on 
“The Tragedy of Prayerlessness” (Matthew 6:1-13). 

4. Retirees’ Bible Study. Tuesday, 26 March 2019, 10am. Message by 
Pastor Glen Lock: “Sola Fide.” Potluck lunch after meeting. 

5. Next Ladies Fellowship meeting is on Sunday 31st March at 12:30 pm. 
Lunch and continuation of the DVD "How People Change". Please bring 
a dish to share. Ladies of all ages welcome! Please see Wendy for more 
details. 

6. Pastor is in India and Myanmar until 2 April for a mission trip. For 
pastoral care please see the Ruling Elders. 

7. Worshipers are reminded not to park on the pavement along the roads. 

Elders: Mark Chen (Pastor) 6114 4242, 0415 932 373. Jimmy Orchard 0413 274 407.   
Johnson Lim 0402 145 682. Deacons: Jacob Woo 0421 212 206. Vincent Chiu 0417 929 149.

Service This Week (24.3.19) Next Week (31.3.19)

Speaker Ron Nugent Glen Lock

Worship Leader Johnson Lim Jacob Woo
Pianist Nancy Lim Eugene Lim

Welcomers John & Adeline Ng Josephine Austin & Wendy Gong

Offering 
Stewards

Ken Hong, David Pang 
Jansen Ng, Jacob Woo

Micah Chiang, Paul Butler 
David Lim, Rex Sriharan

Ushers Rebecca Lee, Jesslyn Leow Jemima Ng, Joyce Ng

Kitchen Duties Jackie Hong*, Eileen Tay 
Aliza Chiu

Lydia Orchard*, Vincent Chiu 
Carmel Sriharan

PA Duty Raymond Woo Ken Hong

Prayer Meeting 29 March 2019 5 April 2019
Chairman Micah Chiang Jacob Woo

Pianist Jerome Ng Ian Tay

Appointments for the Week  

WED 10:00 am  Craft Group  

FRI 7:45 pm   CBI & Prayer Meeting 

SUN 9:00 am   Sunday School 

 10:00 am  Worship Service

Last Lord’s Day Tithes & Offering,  
& Attendance 

General Fund - $3,554.20 (*DD - 
$1,200.00, #850 - $200.00, #853 - 

$172.55). Missions Fund - $380.00 (*DD - 
$100.00, #851 - $150.00). Building Fund - 
$300.00 (*DD - $300.00). Total Tithes & 
Offering - $4,234.20. Attendance - 120. 

*DD: direct deposit


